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THE NEW LITURGICAL MOVEMENT – RETRIEVING VATICAN II 
 
A “new liturgical movement” inspired by Pope Benedict XVI is raising 
some uncomfortable questions. Was Sacrosanctum Concilium 
implemented as the Council Fathers intended?   Do we need to go back to 
the Council document and start again? What would a “reform of the 
reform” involve?  What happens in parishes - does that ignore or deviate 
from the conciliar source? 
 
The presenter will argue that what has transpired in the Roman Rite over 
the past fifty years is a case of “loss and gain”. A courageous retrieval of 
the Vatican II source is needed. Much done in the name of the document 
is open to challenge including: Mass facing the people, the way we 
receive Communion, the loss of mystery, vulgar music, secularized 
worship and a failure to cultivate the ars celebrandi at all levels. 
 
 
 
 
Most Rev. Peter J. Elliott, Auxiliary Bishop in Melbourne, holds 
degrees in history (Melbourne), in theology (Oxford), with a Doctorate in 
sacramental theology from the Lateran University, John Paul II Institute 
for Marriage and Family. From 1987 to 1997 he served as an official of 
the Pontifical Council for the Family. He returned to Melbourne as 
Episcopal Vicar for Religious Education, and later became Director of the 
John Paul II Institute for Marriage and Family, Melbourne. He was 
ordained Titular Bishop of Manaccenser in 2007.  
 
He is a Member of the Australian Bishops Commission for the Liturgy. 
He has served as a Consulter to the Congregation for Divine Worship and 
the Discipline of the Sacraments and is a Member of the Vatican 
commission “Anglicanae Traditiones” preparing liturgical texts for the 
Personal Ordinariates for former Anglicans. He is the author of 
Ceremonies of the Modern Roman Rite, Ignatius Press 1995 etc. (Guia 
pratica de liturgia, Ediciones Universidad de Navarra 1996) and 
Ceremonies of the Liturgical Year, Ignatius Press 2002.  He edited 
Prayers of the Faithful, (formerly Let us Pray to the Lord) Catholic Book 
Publishing Corp, New Jersey, 2009, and Ministers of Life, A Handbook 
for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, James Goold House 
Publications, Melbourne, 2008, 2012.   

 


