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Full, conscious and active participation is the aim to be pursued 
above all else in the reform and promotion of the liturgy (SC 
14).How does this idea figure in the Vatican II document on the 
liturgy?How has it been understood?What are its 
implications?This last question will open up the ecclesiology of 
the liturgical celebration.  And this in turn has important and very 
practical consequences for how the liturgy is envisaged, prepared 
and celebrated.

Overview

This presentation will study the nature of active participation in 
the liturgy as presented by the Second Vatican Council’s document 
on the liturgy, “Sacrosanctum Concilium”.
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(B.A., B.D., M.Th., D.Th./D.Hist.Rel.) Tom Elich was ordained priest 
for the Archdiocese of Brisbane in 1974. Tom's undergraduate 
degrees were gained at the University of Queensland, his Master of 
Theology degree in Paris, and his Doctorate of 
Theology/Doctorate in History of Religions was jointly awarded by 
the Université de Paris-IV (Sorbonne) and the pontifical faculty of 
the Institut Catholique de Paris (1988).  His doctoral thesis was in 
the area of medieval liturgy and sacramental theology. He was a 
member of the central Advisory Committee of the International 
Commission on English in the Liturgy (ICEL) based in Washington 
DC (1990-1997) and chaired its subcommittee for Presentation of 
Texts (1988-2000).Between 1990 and 2001, he was executive 
secretary of the National Liturgical Commission of the Australian 
Catholic Bishops Conference.  In 2002, he became coordinator for 
the liturgical studies program at St Paul’s Theological College in 
Brisbane. Currently,Tom is Director of Liturgy Brisbane (1989 to the 
present), involved in publishing and editing, notably the quarterly 
journal “Liturgy News”.  He is a member of the National Liturgical 
Architecture and Art Board.He is an honorary fellow of the 
Australian Catholic University and a sessional lecturer in liturgy. In 
2006, be became parish priest of the Parish of Sts Peter and Paul, 
Bulimba.
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